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" The sufferings and trials which the Almighty has
permitted to come upon His people in this land during
the past few months, though dark and mysterious to
us, will assuredly end in His glory. The followers of
Christ will now, I believe, be induced to come forward
and advance the interests of His kingdom, and those
of His servants. The system of caste can no longer be
permitted to rule in our service. Soldiers and Govern-
ment servants of every class must be entertained for
their merits, irrespective of creed, class, or caste. The
native Christians as a body have, with rare exceptions,
been set aside. I know not one in the Punjaub (to our
disgrace be it said) in any employment under Govern-
ment A proposition to employ them in the public
service six months ago, would assuredly have been
received with coldness, and would not have been com-
plied witk But a* change has come; and I believe there
are few who will not eagerly employ those native
Christians .competent to fill appointments. I under-
stand that in the ranks of the army at Madras, there
are native Christians, and I have heard that some of the
guns at Agra are at this time manned by native Chris-
tians. I consider I should be wanting in my duty at this
crisis, if I did* not endeavour to secure a portion of the
numerous appointments in the judicial department for
native Christians, and I shall be happy (as far as I can)
to advance their interests equally with those of the
Mohammedan and Hindoo candidates. Their future
promotion must depend on, their own, merits. I shall,
therefore, feel obliged by each missionary favouring me